IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 (Currently Amended) A sales promotion controlling system based on direct 
mail issued using online communicating means corresponding to an Internet 
technology, comprising: 

a browsing determining device for determining whether or not issued direct mail 
was browsed through a direct mail open acknowledge request option; and 

a sales promotion controlling device for automatically controlling sales promotion 
activities for commodities advertised in the direct mail based on the determined result, 
wherein 

th e sa le s promotion contro ll ing d e vic e obtains a custom e r numb e r, a commodity 
cod e , a nd a transact i on d a t e from a POS r e gist e r t e rmina l d e v i c e , 

th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e r e f e r e nc e s bargain information stor e d i n a 
transact i on i nformation manag i ng un i t w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not commodit ie s corr e spond i ng to th e commod i ty cod e ar e 
promot i on (bargain) commod i ti e s, 

wh e n th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e 
commodit ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obt ai n e d commodity cod e are not th e promot i on 
commod i t ie s, th e sal e s promot i on contro lli ng d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar 
pr i ce, storos i t as transact i on i nformation, and caus e s th e POS regist e r termin a l d o v i c o 
to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e n th e sa l es promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e 

commod i t ie s corr e sponding to th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e ar o promotion 
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commod i t ie s, th e sa l es promot i on contro l l i ng d e vic e inqu i r e s a custom e r master 
managing unit of a FSP serv e r dovico with a k e y of th e obtain e d custom e r numbor and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is a d i r e ct ma il 
r e c i p ie nt, 

whon the sal e s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c o has d e t e rmin e d that the customer 
corr e sponding to th e custom e r code i s not a d i r e ct ma il rec i p i ent, th e sa l es promot i on 
contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to th e r e gular promot i on sa le s pr i c e , stor e s i t as 
transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a 
r e c e ipt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on control li ng d e vic e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e custom e r 
corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r is a d i r e ct mai l r e cipi e nt, th e POS s e rv e r d e v i c e 
i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma il op e n informat i on manag i ng un i t of th e FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e with a 
k e y of th e obtain e d custom e r numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r 
corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r is a dir e ct mai l r e cipi e nt who brows e d th e dir e ct 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is not a d i r e ct m a i l brows e r, th e sal e s promot i on 
contro ll ing d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to a d i r e ct m a i l r e cip ie nt non - brows e r pr i c e , stor e s 
i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a 
r e c ei pt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e vic e r e c ei v e s a r e p l y that i s automat i ca l ly 
g e n e r a t e d by th e syst e m onc e th e custom e r brows e s th e custom e r d i r e ct mai l , and 
d e t e rm i n e s that th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il 
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brows e r, th e sal e s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pric e to a d i r e ct ma il 
r e cip i ent brows e r pr i ce, stor e s it ac transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
reg i ster t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

2. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 1, 

wherein said sales promotion controlling device is a server device for use with a 
point-of-sales (POS) information managing system or an online shopping system and 
controls an assignment state of a benefit to a commodity purchasing activity by a 
recipient of the direct mail on the POS information managing system or the online 
shopping system based on the determined result of said browsing determining device. 

3. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein said sales promotion controlling device is a sever device for use with a 
point-of-sales (POS) information managing system or an online shopping system and 
analyzes an effect of the issuance of the direct mail based on the determined result of 
said browsing determining device and a transaction history of commodities on the POS 
information managing system or the online shopping system. 

4. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 1, 

wherein said sales promotion controlling device controls the issuance state of the 
direct mail based on the determined result of said browsing determining device. 
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5. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein the direct mail is issued as electronic mail with a direct mail open 
acknowledge message request option, and 

wherein said browsing determining device determines whether or not the issued 
direct mail was browsed based on the direct mail open acknowledge message returned 
from a recipient of the electronic mail. 

6. (Original) The system as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein the direct mail is issued using a sale promotion homepage, and 
wherein said browsing determining device determines whether or not the issued 
direct mail was browsed based on a returned result of a form provided on the sales 
promotion homepage returned by a customer who browsed the sales promotion 
homepage. 

7-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A processing apparatus for processing a service 
corresponding to direct mail issued using online communicating means based on an 
Internet technology, comprising: 

a first storing unit storing information about a customer to whom direct mail 
describing sales promotion information was transmitted; 

a second storing unit storing information representing whether or not the 
customer to whom direct mail was transmitted browsed the direct mail; 

an identifying unit identifying the customer who uses the service; 

a determining unit determining whether or not the direct mail was transmitted to 
the customer with reference to said first storing unit and determining whether or not the 
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customer browsed the direct mail through a direct mail open acknowledge request 
option, with reference to said second storing unit when the customer is identified by said 
identifying unit; 

a processing unit automatically providing different services depending on 
whether the direct mail was not transmitted to the customer, the customer did not 
browse the direct mail, or the customer browsed the direct mail corresponding to the 
determined result; and 

a sales promotion controlling device for automatically controlling sales promotion 
activities for commodities advertised in the direct mail based on the determined result, 
wherein 

th e sal e s promot i on contro l l i ng d e v i c e obtains a custom e r numb e r, a commod i ty 
cod e , and a transact i on dat e from a POS r e g i st e r t e rm i nal d e vic e , 

th e sa le s promotion controlling d e vic e r e f e r e nc e s bargain information stor e d i n a 
transact i on informat i on manag i ng un i t w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e commod i ty cod e ar e 
promotion (bargain) commod i ti e s, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rmin e d that th e 
commod i t ie s corr e sponding to th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e ar e not th e promot i on 
commodit ie s, th e sa le s promot i on control li ng d e vic e sots tho sal e s pr i c e to th e r e gular 
pric e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformation, and caus e s th e POS regist e r t e rm i na l d e vic e 
to output a r e c e ipt, 

when th e sal e s promot i on controll i ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e 
commod i ties correspond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e ar e promot i on 
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commod i t i es, th o sales promot i on contro l ling d e vic e i nqu i r e s a custom e r mast e r 
manag i ng un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e vic e w i th a k e y of th e obtain e d custom e r numb e r and 
det e rmin e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th o custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il 
r e c i p ie nt, 

wh o n th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i ned that th e custom e r 
corr e sponding to th e custom e r cod e i s not a d i r e ct mai l r e c i p ie nt, th e sal e s promot i on 
control li ng dovico s e ts th e sa le s prico to th o r e gu l ar promotion sa le s pr i c e , stores it as 
transact i on information, and caus o s th o POS r o g i stor termina l d e vice to output a 
r e c ei pt, 

wh o n th o sal o s promot i on contro lli ng d o vico has d e t e rmined that th o custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il r e cipi e nt, th e POS s e rv e r d e vic e 
i nquir e s a dir e ct mai l op e n i nformat i on manag i ng un i t of th e FSP s e rv e r d e vic e with a 
k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma i l r e c i p ie nt who brows e d th e dir e ct 

wh e n th e sal e s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rmin e d that th e custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is not a d i r e ct ma il brows e r, th e sal e s promot i on 
contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to a d i r e ct ma il r e cip ie nt non - brows e r pric e , stor e s 
i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a 
r e c ei pt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e r e c e iv e s a r e p l y that i s automat i ca l ly 
g e n e r a t e d by th e syst e m onc e th e custom e r brows e s th e custom e r d i r e ct ma i l, and 
d e t e rm i n e s that th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct mai l 
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browser, th o sales promot i on contro l l i ng dovico sots tho sa le s pric o to a dir e ct ma il 
rec i pient browser pr i ce, stor e s i t as transaction i nformation, and caus o s the POS 
r e g i st e r t e rmina l d e v i c e to output a rec e ipt 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

10. (Currently Amended) A processing apparatus for processing a service 
corresponding to direct mail issued using online communicating means based on an 
Internet technology, comprising: 

a first storing unit storing information about direct mail transmitted to a customer; 

a second storing unit storing information representing sales promotion in 
correspondence with commodity information; 

a settling unit settling a transaction performed with the customer; and 

a sales promotion controlling device for automatically controlling sales promotion 
activities for commodities advertised in the direct mail based on the determined result, 

wherein 

said s e tt l ing unit r e f e r e nc e s sa i d f i rst stor i ng un i t, d e t e rm i n e s th e transm i ss i on 
state of th e dir e ct ma i l to th e custom e r, r e f o r o nc o s sa i d s e cond stor i ng unit, obtains a 
d e t e rm i n e d r e su l t as to wh e th e r or not th e custom e r purchas e d commod i ti e s w i th 
r e sp e ct to th e sa le s promot i on through a d i r e ct ma il op e n acknow le dg e r e qu e st opt i on, 
and automat i ca ll y prov i d e s a s e rvic e to th e custom e r bas e d on th e d e t e rm i n e d r e su l t, 
and wh e r ei n 
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th e sa le s promot i on control l ing d e vic e obta i ns a custom e r numb e r, a commod i ty 
cod e , and a transact i on dat e from a POS r e g i ster termina l d o v i c o , 

th e sal e s promot i on contro l l i ng d e v i c e r e f e r e nc e s barga i n i nformat i on stor e d i n a 
transact i on i nformat i on manag i ng un i t w i th a k e y of th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not commod i t ie s corr e sponding to th e commodity cod e ar e 
promotion barga i n commod i t ie s, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on control li ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e 
commoditi e s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e ar e not th e promotion 
commod i t ie s, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d o v i c o s e ts th e sal o s pric e to th e r e gu l ar 
pric e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r t e rmin al d e v i c e 
to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e 
commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e ar e promot i on 
commodit ie s, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e vic e i nqu i r e s a custom e r mast e r 
manag i ng un i t of a FSP server d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obtained custom e r numb e r and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a dir e ct mai l 
r e c i pi e nt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on contro ll ing d e vic e has d e t e rmin e d that th e customer 
correspond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a d i rect ma il r o c i p io nt, tho sal o s promot i on 
controlling d e vic e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar promot i on sal e s pric e , stor e s it as 
tr a nsaction informat i on, and c a us e s th o POS r e g i ster t e rmina l d e v i c e to output a 
r e c ei pt, 
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wh o n the sales promotion contro lli ng d o v i co has d e t e rmin e d that the custom e r 
corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s a dir e ct ma i l r e cipi e nt, th e POS s e rv e r d e v i c e 
i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma il op e n i nformation managing un i t of th e FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a 
k o y of th o obtained custom e r numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il r e c i p ie nt who brows e d th e d i r e ct 
mail, 

wh e n th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e has d e t e rm i n e d that th e custom e r 
corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s not a dir e ct ma i l brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on 
control l ing d e vic e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to a dir e ct ma i l r e cipi e nt non - brows e r pric e , stor e s 
i t as transaction i nformation, and causos tho POS r e g i st e r terminal d e vic e to output a 
r e c ei pt, 

wh e n th e sa le s promot i on controlling devic e r e c e iv e s a r o p l y that i s automatica ll y 
g e n e rat e d by th e apparatus onc e th e custom e r brows e s th e custom e r d i r e ct mai l , and 
d e t e rm i n e s that th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il 
brows e r, th e sal e s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to a d i r e ct ma il 
r e c i pi e nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i n al d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A sales promotion controlling method based on direct 
mail issued using online communicating means based on an Internet technology, 
comprising: 

determining whether or not issued direct mail was browsed through a direct mail 
open acknowledge request option; 

automatically controlling sales promotion activities for commodities advertised in 
the direct mail based on the determined result; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commodit ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obtain e d commodity cod e 
ar e not th e promot i on commod i t ie s, a sa le s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s 
pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rminal d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e commod i ti e s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e promot i on commod i ti e s, th e sa le s promot i on contro l l i ng d e vic e inqu i r e s a custom e r 
mast e r manag i ng un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rmin e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s 
a dir e ct ma il r e cip ie nt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r cod e i s not a d i r e ct 
mail r e c i p ie nt, th e sa le s promotion control li ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pr i c e to th e r e gular 
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promotion sa le s pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, and causes th e POS r e g i st e r 
t o rmina ! d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wher ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e customer numb e r i s a dir e ct 
ma il r e cip ie nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct mail op e n i nformation manag i ng 
unit of the FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e with a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r and 
d e t e rmin e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
d i r e ct mai l r e c i pi e nt who brows e d th e d i r e ct mai l , 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s not a d i r e ct 
mai l brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro l l i ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to a dir e ct ma il 
r e c i p ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rmina l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh o r o in wh o n a r e p l y that i s automat i ca ll y g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom er brows e s 
th e custom e r dir e ct ma il i s r e c ei v e d, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e 
custom e r numb e r is a dir e ct ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on control l ing d e vic e s e ts 
th e sa le s pr i c e to a d i r e ct ma il r e cipi e nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on 
informat i on, and c a us e s th e POS r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

12. (Currently Amended) A sales promotion controlling method based on direct 
mail issued using online communicating means based on an Internet technology, 
comprising: 
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determining whether or not issued direct mail was browsed through a direct mail 
open acknowledge request option; 

automatically controlling an assignment state of a benefit to a commodity 
purchasing activity by a recipient of the direct mail on a POS information managing 
system or an online shopping system based on the determined result; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commoditi e s corr e sponding to th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e 
are not th e promot i on commod i t ie s, a sa le s promotion contro l l i ng d e v i c e sots the sa le s 
pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar prico, stores i t as transact i on i nformation, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e commod i ti e s corr e sponding to th e obta i n e d commodity cod e 
ar e promotion commod i t ie s, th e sa le s promot i on contro l l i ng d e v i c e i nquir e s a custom e r 
mast e r manag i ng unit of a FSP s e rv e r d e vic e with a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e customer numb e r is 
a dir e ct ma il r e c i pi e nt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a d i r e ct 
ma il r e c i p ie nt, th e sa le s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to tho r e gular 
promot i on sa le s pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r 
t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a roco i pt, 
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wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is a d i r e ct 
mai l r e cipi e nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma i l op e n i nformat i on managing 
unit of th e FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obtain e d custom e r numb e r and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
d i r e ct mai l r e c i p ie nt who browsod th e d i r e ct mail, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom o r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s not a d i r e ct 
ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s pr i c e to a d i r e ct mai l 
r e c i p ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stores i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
register t e rm i na l d e v i c o to output a rec e ipt, and 

wh e r ei n wh e n a r e p l y that i s automat i ca l ly g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e customor dir e ct mail is rec e iv e d, and wh e n th e customer corr e spond i ng to th e 
custom e r numb o r is a dir e ct ma i l brows e r, th o sa lo s promotion controll i ng dev i c e s e ts 
th e sa le s pr i ce to a dir o ct mai l r e c i pi e nt brows e r pric e , stor e s i t as transaction 
information, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r t e rm i na l dev i ce to output a r e c e ipt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

13. (Currently Amended) A sales promotion controlling method based on direct 
mail issued using online communicating means based on an Internet technology, 
comprising: 

determining whether or not issued direct mail was browsed through a direct mail 
open acknowledge request option; 
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automatically analyzing an effect of the issuance of the direct mail based on the 
determined result and a transaction history of commodities on a POS information 
managing system or an online shopping system; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e not th e promot i on commod i ti e s, a sal e s promot i on contro l l i ng d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s 
pric e to th e r e gu l ar pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on informat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i nal d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obt ai n e d commodity cod e 
ar e promot i on commodit ie s, th e sa le s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c e i nquir e s a custom e r 
mast e r managing un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e with a k e y of th e obt ai n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r is 
a d i r e ct m a i l r e c i pi e nt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a dir e ct 
ma il r e c i p ie nt, th e sa le s promotion controll i ng d e v i c e s e ts th e s a l e s pr i c e to th e r e gular 
promotion sa le s pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction informat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r 
t e rm i nal d e vic e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th o custom e r numb o r i s a dir e ct 

ma i l r e cipient, a POS serv e r dev i ce i nqu i res a dir e ct mail op e n i nformat i on manag i ng 

- 15 - Application No. 09/749,380 

Attorney Docket No. 101229-00000 

TECH/423061.1 



unit of th e FSP s e rv e r d e vic e w i th a key of th e obta i n e d customer number and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e ther or not th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
dir e ct mai l r e c i p i ent who brows o d th e d i r e ct ma il , 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is not a dir e ct 
ma il browser, th e sal e s promotion contro ll ing devic e s o ts th e sales pr i c e to a direct ma il 
r e cip ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on information, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, and 

wh e r ei n wh e n a r e p l y that is automat i cally g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e custom e r d i rect ma i l is r e c ei v e d, and wh e n th e customer corr e sponding to th e 
custom e r number i s a d i r e ct mail brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts 
th e sa le s price to a d i r e ct ma il rec i p ie nt brows e r pr i ce, stor e s it a s transact i on 
i nformat i on, and causes th e POS r e gist e r term i na l d e vic e to output a r e c e ipt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

14. (Currently Amended) A sales promotion controlling method based on direct 
mail issued using online communicating means based on an Internet technology, 
comprising: 

determining whether or not issued direct mail was browsed through a direct mail 
open acknowledge request option; 

automatically controlling an issuance state of the direct mail based on the 
determined result; 
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obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commoditi e s corr e sponding to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
are not the promot i on commodit ie s, a sa le s promot i on contro l l i ng d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s 
pr i c e to th e r e gular pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on information, and caus e s th e POS 
r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh o r oi n wh e n the commodities corr e spond i ng to th e obta i ned commodity cod e 
ar o promot i on commod i t i es, th e sa le s promot i on controll i ng d e v i ce i nqu i r e s a custom e r 
mast e r managing un i t of a FSP server d e v i c o w i th a key of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and det e rm i n e s wh e ther the custom e r corr e sponding to the custom e r numb e r is 
a d i r e ct mai l r e c i p ie nt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a dir e ct 
ma il r e cip ie nt, th e sal e s promot i on contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to th e r e gular 
promot i on sal e s pric e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r 
t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct 
ma il r e c i pi e nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nquir e s a d i r e ct ma i l op e n i nformat i on manag i ng 
un i t of th e FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
d i r e ct ma il r e cip ie nt who brows e d th e dir e ct ma il , 
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wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is not a d i r e ct 
mai l brows e r, th o sa lo s promotion contro lli ng d o v i c o s o ts th o sa l es pr i c e to a d i rect ma il 
r e c i p ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stores i t as transaction i nformat i on, and causes th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh e r e in wh e n a r e p l y that i s automatical l y g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e custom e r d i r e ct ma il i s r e c ei v e d, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e 
custom e r numb e r is a dir e ct ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on control l ing devic e s e ts 
th e sa le s pric e to a d i rect ma il r e c i p ie nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on 
informat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r t e rminal d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

15. (Previously Presented) The method as set forth in claim 11, further 
comprising: 

issuing the direct mail as an electronic mail with a direct mail open acknowledge 
message request option; and 

determining whether or not the issued direct mail was browsed based on the 
direct mail open acknowledge message automatically returned from the recipient of the 
electronic mail when the recipient browsed the electronic mail. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A record medium from which a computer reads a 
program, the program causing the computer to perform: 
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determining whether or not direct mail issued using online communicating means 
based on an Internet technology was browsed through a direct mail open acknowledge 
request option; 

automatically controlling sales promotion activities for commodities advertised by 
the direct mail based on the determined result; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e not th e promotion commod i t ie s, a sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s 
pr i c e to th e r e gular pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e commodit ie s corr e sponding to th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e promot i on commod i t ie s, th e sa le s promotion contro ll ing d e vic e inqu i r e s a custom e r 
mast e r managing unit of a FSP s e rv e r d e vic e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s 
a dir e ct ma il r e c i p ie nt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a dir e ct 
ma il r e c i p ie nt, th e sal e s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar 
promot i on sa le s pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r 
t e rminal d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 
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wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a dir e ct 
ma il r e c i pi e nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma il op e n i nformation manag i ng 
un i t of th e FSP server d o vic o w i th a k o y of th e obta i n e d customer numb e r and 
d e t e rm i nes wh e ther or not th e custom e r correspond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is a 
d i r e ct ma il r e c i p ie nt who brows e d th e dir e ct ma i l, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r is not a d i r e ct 
m ail brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s price to a d i r e ct mail 
r e cip ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stores i t as transact i on informat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh e r ei n wh e n a r e p l y that is automat i cal l y g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
the custom e r dir e ct ma il i s r e c ei ved, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e 
custom e r number is a d i r e ct ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts 
the sa l es pr i c e to a direct mai l r e c i p ie nt browser pric e , stor e s i t as transaction 
i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS regist e r t e rm i na l dev i ce to output a r e c e ipt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

18. (Currently Amended) A record medium from which a computer reads a 
program, the program causing the computer to perform: 

determining whether or not direct mail issued using online communicating means 
based on an Internet technology was browsed through a direct mail open acknowledge 
request option; 
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automatically controlling an assignment state of a benefit to a commodity 
purchasing activity by a recipient of the direct mail on a POS information managing 
system or an online shopping system based on the determined result; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
a r e not th e promotion commod i t ie s, a sal e s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s 
pr i c e to th e r e gu l ar pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, a nd caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rmina l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh o r o in wh e n th e commoditi e s corr e sponding to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e promot i on commod i t ie s, th e sa le s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e i nquir e s a custom e r 
mast e r manag i ng un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r is 
a dir e ct ma il r e c i p ie nt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e is not a d i r e ct 
ma il r e c i p ie nt, th e sa le s promot i on controlling d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to th e r e gu l ar 
promotion sal e s pr i c e , stor e s it as transaction i nformation, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r 
t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh o r o in whon th e custom e r corr e sponding to th o customer numb e r is a d i r e ct 
mail r e c i p ie nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma il op e n information manag i ng 
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un i t of the FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r and 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
dir e ct ma il r e cipi e nt who brows e d th e d i r e ct ma il , 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s not a d i r e ct 
ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pr i c e to a dir e ct ma il 
r e c i pi e nt non brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh e r ei n wh e n a r e p l y that i s a utomatica ll y g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e custom e r dir e ct ma il i s r e c ei v e d, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e 
custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct mai l brows e r, th e sal e s promotion contro ll ing d e v i c e s e ts 
th e sal e s pr i c e to a d i r e ct ma il r e c i p ie nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s it as transaction 
i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

19. (Currently Amended) A record medium from which a computer reads a 
program, the program causing the computer to perform: 

determining whether or not direct mail issued using online communicating means 
based on an Internet technology was browsed through a direct mail open acknowledge 
request option; 
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automatically analyzing an effect of the issuance of the direct mail based on the 
determined result and a transaction history of commodities on a POS information 
managing system or an online shopping system; 

obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e not tho promot i on commod i t ie s, a sa le s promotion contro ll ing d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s 
pric e to th e r e gular pr i c e , stor e s it as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e gist e r t e rmina l d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e sponding to th e obta i n e d commod i ty cod e 
a r e promot i on commod i ti e s, th e sa le s promotion controlling d e v i c e i nquir e s a custom e r 
mast e r manag i ng un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e custom e r numb e r i s 
a d i r e ct ma il r e c i pi e nt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r cod e i s not a d i r e ct 
mai l r e c i pi e nt, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sal e s pric e to th e r e gular 
promot i on sal e s pric e , stor e s i t as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e gist e r 
t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct 

m ai l r e c i pi e nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e i nqu i r e s a d i r e ct ma i l op e n i nformat i on manag i ng 
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un i t of th e FSP s e rv e r d e vic e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r an d 
d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r or not th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s a 
d i r e ct mai l r e c i p ie nt who brows e d th e dir e ct mail, 

whoro i n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to tho customer numb e r is not a d i r e ct 
ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s pric e to a d i r e ct ma i l 
r e c i p ie nt non brows e r pric e , stor e s i t as transaction i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rmina l d e v i ce to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh o r oi n wh e n a r e ply that i s automat i ca ll y generated onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e custom e r d i r e ct ma i l i s rece i ved, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e 
custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e vic e s e ts 
th e s ale s pric e to a dir e ct m ail r e c i p ie nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t a s trans a ct i on 
i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS r e g i st e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 

20. (Currently Amended) A record medium from which a computer reads a 
program, the program causing the computer to perform: 

determining whether or not direct mail issued using online communicating means 
based on an Internet technology was browsed through a direct mail open acknowledge 
request option; 

automatically controlling an issuance state of the direct mail based on the 
determined result; 
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obtaining a customer number, a commodity code, and a transaction date from a 
POS register terminal device; and 

referencing bargain information stored in a transaction information managing unit 
with a key of the obtained commodity code and determines whether or not commodities 
corresponding to the commodity code are promotion (bargain) commodities, 

wherein wh e n th e commoditi e s corr e sponding to th e obtain e d commod i ty cod e 
ar e not th e promot i on commod i t ie s, a sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts th e sa le s 
pr i c e to th e r e gular pr i c e , stor e s i t as transact i on informat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e gist e r t e rm i na l d e v i c e to output a r e c ei pt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e commod i t ie s corr e spond i ng to th e obta i n e d commodity cod e 
a r e promot i on commod i t ie s, th e sa le s promotion control li ng d e v i c e inquir e s a custom e r 
mast e r managing un i t of a FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e with a k e y of th e obtain e d custom e r 
numb e r and d e t e rm i n e s wh e th e r th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r numb e r i s 
a dir e ct ma il r e c i pi e nt, 

wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to th e customer cod e i s not a dir e ct 
mai l r e cipi e nt, th e sa le s promot i on contro lli ng d e vic e s e ts th e sal e s pric e to th e r e gu l ar 
promot i on sa le s pric e , stor e s i t as transaction information, and caus e s the POS r e gister 
t e rm i n al d e v i c e to output a r e c e ipt, 

wh e r ei n wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e custom e r number i s a d i r e ct 

mail r e cipi e nt, a POS s e rv e r d e v i c e inquir e s a dir e ct mai l op e n informat i on managing 

unit of th e FSP s e rv e r d e v i c e w i th a k e y of th e obta i n e d custom e r numb e r and 

determ i nes whether or not th o customer correspond i ng to th o custom e r numb e r is a 

d i r e ct ma il r e cip ie nt who brows e d th e d i r e ct ma il , 
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wh e r e in wh e n th e custom e r corr e sponding to the custom e r numb e r is not a d i r e ct 
ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promot i on controlling d e vic e s e ts th e sa le s pr i c e to a d i r e ct ma il 
r e c i p ie nt non brows e r pr i c e , stor e s it as transact i on i nformat i on, and caus e s th e POS 
r e g i st e r t e rmin al d e vic e to output a r e c ei pt, and 

wh e r e in wh e n a r e ply that i s automat i ca ll y g e n e rat e d onc e th e custom e r brows e s 
th e custom e r d i r e ct ma il is r e c ei v e d, and wh e n th e custom e r corr e spond i ng to th e 
custom e r numb e r i s a d i r e ct ma il brows e r, th e sa le s promotion contro lli ng d e v i c e s e ts 
th e sal e s pr i c e to a dir e ct mai l r e c i p ie nt brows e r pr i c e , stor e s i t as transaction 
i nform a t i on, and caus o s th o POS r e gist e r t e rm i na l dev i ce to output a r e c ei pt. 

a special benefit is offered only to a customer who collected the direct mail, and 
wherein it is determined that the direct mail was collected only when the customer had 
opened the direct mail and purchased commodities advertised therein during a 
designated period . 
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